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ARTICLES

“ Polarizatior? of A menican Politics Myth or

Realrty Zhang Yeliang 7
“ Polrtacal polarization ” especially polarization of party politics 1is an
outstanding feature in A merican politics for more than ten years. Itis
also an issue of concern and controversy in the A merican political sci
ence circle in the past few years. Based on a historical survey of A
merican “ political polarization” this article discusses the cause of
“ political polarizatiori’ and 1ts impact on current A merican polrtical
process and public policy decision making. T he article holds that the
change in electoral structure and the two parties electoral base as a
result of* permanent secular realignment” the congruence of ideolo
gy within the two parties leading to party sorting of the electorate and
the rise of conflict of cultural religious and moral values are the ma
jor causes of political polarization. “ Political polarizatiori of the two
parties is the result of the change in A merican party and electoral pol
rtics which in turn exerts a strong impact on A merican party and e
lectoral politics. W ith the political environ ment of“ polarization ” the
Increase In disagreement of the two parties over major policy areas
the intensification of struggle between the president and the congress
over legislative control and judicial appointment resulting Iin more
and more deadlocks in legislation “ polarizatiof poses a challenge to
current theories of A merican politics.

Political Onientation and US China
Policy Peter Hays Gries and H. Michael Crowson 32
It is well known that the Democratic and Republican parties are both
internally divided on China. Much less is known however about
how the political orientation of typical A mericans impacts their per
ceptions of Chinas rise attitudes towards the Chinese government
prejudice against the Chinese people and preferred US China poli
cies. National opinion polls have generally lacked a sufficient quantity
of nuanced questions about China to discern any impact of political o
rientation. Based on their own surveys the authors find that political



orientation does impact A merican views of China. Self reported” con
servatives perceive significantly greater threat in China s rise hold
more negative views of the Chinese government exhibit more preju
dice against the Chinese people and advocate a much tougher US
China policy than self reported” liberals do. In terms of party affilia
tion Republicans perceive significantly greater threat from China and
advocate tougher China policies than both Independents and Demo
crats do but party affiliation had no impact on prejudice scores. Sim
ukltaneous multiple regressions including education income gender
and age revealed that while they had some impact on A merican views
of China that impact was negligible com pared to the im pact of politi
cal orientation.

“ Creolizatio  An interpretation of Global

“ A mernicanizatior! Wang Xiaode
In the history of world cultural exchange of the 20th century no oth
er factor has greater impact on the develop ment of other cultures than
A merican popular culture. “ A mericanizationi’ poses a serious chal
lenge to many countries in their defense of national cultural identity.
The phenomenon of“ A mericanizatiori’ reflects the attempt of the U
nited States to reshape the multicultural world with ts own value sys
tem with a clear “ cultural centrism” Scholars analyze the global
trend of“ A mericanizatiori’ from various angles of which“ Creoliza
torf is an eye catching approach. Based on a survey of the global® A
mericanizatiori trend in the 20th century the article analyzes the
background against which“ Creolizatior’ appears and its basic con
tent. T he article also analyzes the existence of cultural® Creolizatiorf
in real life. The article holds that the“ Creolizatiori’ approach may
not be perfect but it is enlightening in viewing“ A mericanizatior’
from a totally new perspective.

The Policy Onientation of A merican A pproach towards

the Taiwan Issue Lin Gang
T he policy position of the United States toward the relations between
the two sides of the Taiwan Strait is centered on® no unificaion no
independence” swinging between peaceful unificaion and peaceful
secession. Citaing the examples of A merican acquiescence with the
prospect of peaceful unification of China at the beginning of the nor
malization of Sino A merican relations and the encourage ment of polit
ical negotiations between the two sides at the turn of the 21st centu
ry the article explains that there exists a positive relationship be
tween the two variables of the degree of A merican acceptance of unifi



cation between the two sides of the Strait and political negotiations
and the demand for strategic cooperation between the U nited States
and China and the degree of tensions between the two sides. Thatis
to say the greater the need for A merican strategic cooperation with
China on global affairs the easier its acceptance of China s peaceful
unrfication and the more intense the relations between the two sides
the greater the possibility of A merican urging for political dialogue
between the two sides of the Strait.

The United States and Energy Secunity

In East Asia Luo Zhenxing
The United States is one of the major external factors influencing
East Asian energy security. In terms of safeguarding the sea lanes for
transportation and ensuring global energy security A merican influ
ence on East Asian energy security is on the whole positive. But when
it comes to A merican unilateral sanction and energy diplomacy the
influence iIs negative. In terms of the solution of energy conflict with
In the East Asian region the current A merican position iIs beneficial
to the restraint of various parties. But the changeability of its position
may not be beneficial towards the final solution of the conflict. The
goal of A merican energy policy toward East Asia is to bring the re
gion into the global energy security system guided by the U nited
States. The currentfocus is on the handling of US China energy rela
tons.

A menica s influence on the Democratic Reform of Civil Military

Relations in Indonesia Qiu Chaobing
In promoting a democratic reform of Indonesia s civil military rela
tions the ad ministrative and legislative branches of A merican govern
ment and N GOs have all made their efforts. In high level contacts
the A merican government has constantly exerted diplomatic pressures
on the Indonesian government and the military authorities for reform.
The ad ministrative branch including the State Department Interna
tional Development Agency Department of Defense and Department
of Justice has implemented a series of programs aiming at promoting
institutional construction in Indonesian civil military relations and
cultivating the culture of de m ocratic civil military relations. The Con
gress through legislaive means or pressure on the ad ministration
restrains A merican military aid to Indonesia and military relations be
tween the two countries so as to push Indonesia to conduct reform iIn
its civil military relations through sanctions and pressures. The wide
range and deep involvement of governmental departments and other



organizations to a great extent promotes the democratic reform of
Indonesian civil military relations.

U.S. Demand for Seabed Rights and the Balance

of Domestic Interest Wang Jingiang and Wang Wer 119
The promulgation of US seabed policy depends to a large extent on
the balancing of domestic interests. From the angle of political sci
ence theory of gaming between governmental departments and inter
est groups the article makes an in depth analysis of the factors af
fecting the change in A merican policy of the sea. The article holds
that the Truman Proclamation in 1945 was the first open statement on
A merican seabed rights that ushered in the debate inside the U nited
States on whether the U. S. should expand r1ts continental shelf
rights. From the disagreement on the broad or narrow definition of
continental shelf between the Interior Department and the Defense
Department to the debate among interest groups outside the govern
ment on economic iInterest and military interest the divergence or
convergence of interests deter mined the two changes of the Nixon ad
ministraion on seabed definttion. Finally the United States handed
the issue over to the United Nations and returned to the international
ocean system. T his reflected the position and rule of internal agencies
and interest groups in the decision making of A merican sea policy.

REVIEWS
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A Review of After Victory by G. John Ikenberry Men Honghua 139
The Thinking Pattern of A merican Foreign Policy A Review of
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