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NATO EXPANSION VIEWED FROM A CULTURAL
PERSPECTIVE Liu Jinghua NiuJun Jang Y1 27

T he paper tries o interpret the causes and 1m pact of the eastward
expansion of the NAT O from the dual histro cultural and geo

political perspective. It cowers five parts 1. The framework
of theoretical analysis. In the current international relations geo

political theory and the theory of civilizational features are
combined t become the mainstream paradigm which s exercising
ever Increasing impacts on diplomacy 2. The strategic choice of
the West. It dscusss the major grounds on which the major
members of the NATO support its eastward expansion and their
differences 3 The United States and the eastward expansion of
the NATO. The basic ideas of the United States concerning the



post Cold War period and its strategic congderations are the
major motives behind U. S! s support for the eastward expan
sion of the NATO 4. The Russian factors in the expansion of
the NATO. It discussss the basic stand and response of Russia
and the in  depth causss for such a respon2 and 5. Eastern
Europe and NATO eastward expansion. It discuses the major
causs for the active response of Central and Eastern European
countries.

ON U.S. TRADE DEFICIT AND ITS FOREIGN
TRADE STATUS Song Yuhua 52

U.S. deficit in foreign trade should be studied from the perspec
tives of Its economic structure the profound changes that take
place in A merican role in international division of labor the inter
nationalization of A merican economy and the globalization of the
world economy. The poditive role trade deficit plays in A merican
economy s often neglected. Thanks to the relative stability of
A menrican share In the world com modity trade 1ts continued edge
in attracting foreign capital 1ts growing strength in international
competition and its competitive edge in high technology trade the
U.S. will have a bright prospect for exports and continue to main
tain its status as the world s No. 1 trading power.

THOUGHTS ON THE THEORY OF BALANCE OF
POWER He Yao Ren Xiao 69
T he theory of balance of power is an influential theory in intema
tional political science. In history many statesmen and theoreti
cians tried to develop the policy of balance of power theory as well
as in practice. There are stll many who have farth in it. The au
thor believes that balance of power is but one of the policy choices
not the absolute and the only one nor is it the inevitable and only
result in intemational political reality as Morgenthau maintains.
Balance of power i the manifestation of a special form of imbal
ance of devdopment. W hen power politics is still playing a role in



real international politics 1t s a policy to choose to use balance of
power to protect national interest however it should not be abso
lutized and idealized as a pattern to maintain international law and
order. The nature of balance of power itself determines that it will
inevitably give rise to sharp conflicts of interest. For the intema
tional community 1t Is more important to preserve stability and
development through contacts and cooperation and by seeking and
expanding com mon interest.

THERR THEORETICAL QUESTIONS CONCERNING

THE14TH AMENDMENT TO THE UNITED STATES

CONSTITUTION Cui Ziyuan 87
The 14th Amendment to the United States Constatution has since
Its inception in 1868 played an im portant role in history. Almost
all lawsuits of monu mental importance in A merican economy pol
itics and culture were lodged and judged in light of this amend
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the perspective of relations between the central govern ment and
the local government the pros and cons of judiciary dictatorship
and equal protection as imphied in the amendment.
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Enlighten ment and Great A wakening were the two major move
ments of thought that were of lasting significance duning the pen
od of American revolution in the 18th century. The former took
the face of the secular while the latter tried to rejuvenate Chris
tanity. However they were the same when viewed either from
inherent spirt or external result. First ofall they all stressed per
sonal inviolable dignity and nghts giving nise to free competition
among the various rdligious sects and disintegration of ties between
the colonized and the colonizer secondly they all stood for im
provement of society and life through spread of knowledge laying
a foundation for the tradition of national building on the strength
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